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The Commission will also explore measures on exposure to ultraviolet radiation, 
including from sunbeds, which increases the risk of melanoma, the most serious 
form of skin cancer



Gallagher RP et al. Cancer Epidemiol Biomarkers Prev. 2005;14(3):562-6; IARC. Int J Cancer. 2007;120(5):1116-22 ; Hirst N et al. Health Policy. 2009;89(3):303-11; Boniol M et 
al. BMJ. 2012;345:e4757; Colantonio S et al. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2014;70(5):847-57 e1-18; Burgard B et al. Anticancer Res. 2018;38(2):1187-99; Wehner MR et al. BMJ 
2012;345:e5909; Waters HR et al. Journal of Cancer Policy 2016 
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Sunbed regulation in Europe

   
EUROPEAN STANDARD EN 60335-2-27 
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Household and similar electrical appliances -  
Safety -  

Part 2-27: Particular requirements for appliances for skin exposure to 
ultraviolet and infrared radiation 
(IEC 60335-2-27:2009, modified) 

 
 
Appareils électrodomestiques et 
analogues -  
Sécurité -  
Partie 2-27: Règles particulières pour les 
appareils d'exposition de la peau aux 
rayonnements ultraviolets et infrarouges 
(CEI 60335-2-27:2009, modifiée)  

 Sicherheit elektrischer Geräte für den 
Hausgebrauch und ähnliche Zwecke -  
Teil 2-27: Besondere Anforderungen für 
Hautbestrahlungsgeräte mit Ultraviolett- 
und Infrarotstrahlung 
(IEC 60335-2-27:2009, modifiziert) 

 
 
 
 
 

This European Standard was approved by CENELEC on 2013-05-29. CENELEC members are bound to comply 
with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which stipulate the conditions for giving this European Standard 
the status of a national standard without any alteration. 
 
Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national standards may be obtained on 
application to the CEN-CENELEC Management Centre or to any CENELEC member. 
 

This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French, German). A version in any other 
language made by translation under the responsibility of a CENELEC member into its own language and notified 
to the CEN-CENELEC Management Centre has the same status as the official versions. 
 
CENELEC members are the national electrotechnical committees of Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, 
the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, 
Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom. 

 

harmonized European standard
EN 60335-2-27:2013

restrictions for minors 
and fair-skinned individuals

≤ 300 mW/m2 of total effective irradiance for a subset of countries

• Low compliance with legislation
• malfunctioning/obsolete sunbeds 
• no warning signs
• inappropriate use by customers

• There is no safe limit for exposure to UV radiation by sunbeds!

https://www.test-achats.be/action/espace-presse/communiques-de-presse/2017/zonnebankcentra
http://ec.europa.eu/health/scientific_committees/scheer/docs/scheer_o_003.pdf 

https://www.who.int/uv/publications/artificial-tanning-devices/en/ 

Legislative measures taken in Europe are insufficient! 



% Latitude

Belgium 26,5 50.85

Latvia 25,2 57.00

Denmark 24,2 55.72

Norway 22,2 61.00

Italy 20,5 41.90

Hungary 20,4 47.43

Spain 19,3 40.43

Estonia 18,1 59.00

Sweden 16,9 59.35

Poland 15,3 52.22

Lithuania 14,7 55.00

Ireland 13,1 53.34

Croatia 12,5 45.80

Czech Rep. 10,5 49.75

Germany 10,5 52.52

Serbia 10,1 44.80

Russia 10,0 60.00

Switzerland 9,1 46.83

Romania 6,0 44.41

Slovenia 6,0 46.05

Cyprus 5,7 35.00

Bosnia Herz. 5,1 44.00

Macedonia 4,6 41.60

Moldavia 3,6 47.00

Greece 3,0 39.00

Ukraine 2,5 49.00

Portugal 2,0 38.70

Georgia 1,4 42.00

Turkey 1,0 39.92

Malta 0,5 35.88

VARIABILITY OF SUNBED USE PREVALENCE ACROSS COUNTRIES

Suppa et al. JEADV 2019; 33 Suppl 2: 13-27
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highest prevalence 
among adolescents

highest prevalence 
among young adults

highest gender
disproportions 

(females)

Iberian 
particularity

Scandinavian
particularity
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particularity
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Wealth particularity lowest gender disproportions Suppa et al. JEADV 2019



MULTICOMPONENT INTERVENTIONS:
TAILORED TO SPECIFIC POPULATIONS

Sunbeds in Europe: what to do?

Educational 
interventions

Behavioural 
interventions

Legislative 
interventions

Reimann J et al. Prev Med. 2019;123:299-307 – Reimann J et al. BMC Public Health. 2018;18(1):1096.
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