
Primary Liver Cancer - Disease Burden

• Primary liver cancer is the 
sixth most commonly 
diagnosed cancer

• the third leading cause of 
cancer death worldwide in 
2020

• 906,000 new cases and 
830,000 deaths/year

Europe 2020
•  87,000 new cases

• average age-standardized 
annual incidence rate of 5.2 
per 100,000 person years

•  78,000 persons died in 
Europe as a consequence of
liver cancer in 2020

Sung H et al. Ca Cancer J Clin 2021;71:209



Primary Liver Cancer is on the Rise!
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Liver cancer is currently one of the few cancers with increasing incidence and mortality

70% increase for liver cancer-related mortality in the EU from 1990 to 20191,2

1Group GBoDS. 1990-2019 Lancet 2020;396:1204; 
2Group GBoDS. Global Burden of Disease Results Tool; http://ghdx.healthdata.org/gbd-results-tool.
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Effective Primary Prevention of Liver Cancer by
Preventing Liver Disease and its Progression

variable
(<10-50 Years) (appr. 1-5% per Year)

Healthy Liver Cirrhosis Liver Cancer

constant

Chronic Liver 
Disease

3EASL HCC CPG. J Hepatol 2018;69:182; 4Estes C et al. J Hepatol 2018;69:896; Sung H et al. Ca Cancer J Clin 2021;71:209



Primary prevention of Liver Cancer – The Evidence

2Alavi M et al. J Hepatol 2019 3Nahon P et al. Gastroenterology 2017;152:1421Chang MH et al. Gastroenterology 2016; 151:472

Impact of HBV immunization in liver cancer occurrence in the long-term (Taiwan)1

Prediction of Hepatitis C-related Liver Cancer diagnosis and effect of antiviral treatment2Risk of Liver Cancer decreases after cure of hepatitis C (n=1372)3


